
ABSTRACT : The present study was conducted to analyze the inputs use of cotton cultivation in
south-western districts of Punjab at two different points of time viz.,  2001-02 and 2009-10. The cross-
section data collected under centrally sponsored “Comprehensive scheme to study the cost of
cultivation of principal crops in Punjab” from seven villages of different tehsils of south-western zone
of Punjab having more than 50 per cent of the net sown area under cotton were taken for the study.
The inputs use structure changed significantly during the two study years. During 2001-02, the major
share (62.29%) in total human labour was of family labour, followed by casual labour (30.74%) and
attached servant labour (6.96%). While during 2009-10, the major share (46.73%) was of human labour
followed by casual labour (46.06%) and attached servant labour (7.21%). Due to higher yield advantage,
picking in Bt cotton required more labour as this operation is done manually. So, mechanization of
picking operation can provide solution to this problem. Adequate storage facility and credit facility
will help the farmers to avoid distress sale during glut period and increase their income.
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